Dorset Council Working Arrangements

The Senior Leadership team has announced to members that they will continue to
work from home until at least March 2021. This will not make our lives any easier
when we need to deal with some council departments.

Abolition of Public Health England — Impact on Dorset Council area

I’m sure you’ve all seen the coverage of the announcement that PHE is going to be
replaced by a new National Institute for Health Protection that will combine NHS Test
and Trace, PHE and the Joint Biosecurity Centre.

Despite these changes, the ongoing health protection work that the regional health
protection team in Dorset has been undertaking working closely with Councils will
continue. The SW team is very much focused on the job to be done and challenge of
preparing for winter and will continue to do everything to ensure that the disruption is
as minimal as possible. The team are keen to ensure that as far as possible it will be
business as usual.

As more detail becomes available | will continue to keep you posted, but thought it
important to share the early assurance that I've been given that the regional team
remains committed to supporting us fully as they go through this challenging time.

Dorset School Transport

This year, in order to limit the interaction between pupils at different schools, each
closed school service will only pick up children for one school, instead of several.

There will be no social distancing on closed school routes although Dorset Council
are advising operators introduce a range of measures to improve safety on the bus,
such as good ventilation, improved cleaning regimes, no face to face seating and
orderly pick up and drop off regimes.

Face coverings for children age 11 and above are highly recommended but will not
be compulsory. Dorset Council will also be recommending that pupils sit in the same
seat each day, wherever possible. More information about these will be given to
parents and schools.

Children using public transport to get to school will be subject to social distancing on
transport and must wear a face covering, unless they are under 11 or medically
exempt from doing so.

Continued Help For Vulnerable Residents

The council has asked volunteer ‘befrienders’ to help spot the signs that a person
may have become more frail or likely to fall because of their reduced ability to
exercise and keep active in the wake of COVID-19.



The volunteers, working on behalf of Age UK North, South & West Dorset are being
asked to listen out for key words and phrases which describe the feelings of the
person they help, such as:

e ‘frail

e ‘weaker

e ‘less balanced’
e ‘likely to fall’

as these indicate the person will benefit from help to get more active.

They will also ask the person they befriend if they have noticed changes in their
mobility since the start of the coronavirus outbreak. And if they have been able to
complete their usual day-to-day activities such as leisure activities or housework.

If the answer is yes to any of these questions, the befriender can ask the vulnerable
person if they consent to being referred to the reablement service on offer from the
council’s care provider Tricuro.

There is no charge for this service and a wide variety of support is on offer. From
information and guidance, to practical support such as equipment to improve
independence and increase confidence at home.

Dorset Council Consultations

Dorset Council is currently holding two consultations; Licencing Policy Consultation,
creating a single licensing policy for the Dorset Council area (currently each previous
district had its own policy, so bringing the best practice from each council together)
and the Gambling Policy. These both end on 27t September.

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/your-council/consultations/find-a-consultation.aspx
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