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As we move towards the gradual easing of lockdown the focus at Dorset
Council is shifting from managing the crisis to planning for the future -
restoring services, rebuilding the Dorset economy and looking after the health
and wellbeing of residents as we emerge from the relative safety of our homes
and gardens, into the wider world.

The Dorset Economy

During June Dorset Council distributed over £100m in grants to support local
businesses. Dorset was given the 5" l[argest sum in the UK to distribute and it is
a massive achievement by the small team of Officers, that this work was
completed well before some of our neighbouring authorities. A further £6m of
discretionary grants has been made available and the Council continues to
lobby and bid for further funding.

As more pubs, cafes and restaurants open from the 4™ July, the government
has issued guidance for social distancing and additional seating areas. Dorset
Highways, Environmental Health, Licencing and Planning Enforcement are
working with Town Councils and the Police, to introduce temporary relaxations
to restrictions on the use of shared public space, and the issuing of sitting out
licences, balancing the needs of business and residents. The impact of these
measures will be closely monitored, and social distancing must still be
observed.

On Saturday 4™ | went out with the licensing team and police to ensure that
the guidance was being adhered to. If you have any concerns regarding a
licensed premise then let me know.

Highways

Temporary pavement widening, pedestrianisation and one-way schemes have
been introduced in towns to facilitate social distancing and queuing for newly
re-opened shops. The Council will be bidding for funding for more long-term



schemes including “green re-set” proposals. In the meantime, work continues
on maintaining local roads, including planned resurfacing.

Outbreak Control Plan

We all hope we will not experience a “second spike” and there will be no
requirement for a local lockdown, but Dorset Council is required to prepare an
Outbreak Control Plan which outlines how it will work with communities and
partners to manage such an eventuality. The NHS Test and Trace system will be
a central part of this, and Officers in Public Health are being vigilant looking for
the signs of increased cases locally.

Summer in Dorset

Dorset Council is co-ordinating a programme of activities for young people,
many of whom have been out of school for months. Working with the Outdoor
Activity Centres and voluntary services the programme will offer play, sport
and creative activities.

County Lines

On a less uplifting note, Dorset Council is working with Dorset Police
responding to increased anti- social behaviour and, in particular, activity
around county lines. Residents are urged to be on the lookout for signs of
increased county lines activity and report concerns to the police. Do not be
reluctant to “trouble” the police — other crime is down, and this is a good
opportunity to disrupt county lines networks. Look out for unusual behaviour
such as youngsters with more cash than usual, unknown vehicles or taxis
taking young people.

Council Finances

The impact of Coronavirus on the council’s budget has been widely publicised.
We are not alone in this, of course, and in fact Dorset entered the pandemic in
reasonable order. The final picture will not be known for a while, but we are
currently anticipating a revenue budget shortfall in the order of £38.9m. We



continue to lobby central government for further reimbursement of the Covid
related expenditure, but much of the shortfall will have to be met from
reserves. There is now a high level of uncertainty over the capital expenditure
plan for this year.

Keeping in Touch

As always, there is a mass if useful information on the Dorset Council website.
Council meetings, now all virtual, are live streamed and recorded for the
general public to view and agendas and the Cabinet Forward Plan are
published in accordance with the regulations.



