
Early help and safeguarding 
Our family workers are supporting families with a variety of issues related to the lockdown, including managing 
home learning, behaviour and boundaries, keeping motivated and safe, and how to have socially distanced 
exercise. They are seeing a significant impact on families ranging from financial difficulties to mental health, 
access to food and medicine, and concerns around online safety and the tensions of sharing limited computer 
equipment. Concerns for vulnerable expectant mothers and 0-5s has led to some focussed work across the 
partnership, working with new government health guidance. 
 
Supporting rough sleepers and homeless people 
During the COVID19 outbreak, our housing team has done great work getting rough sleepers and other people 
presenting as homeless into B&B and hotel accommodation. However, this is not a long-term solution. Plans are 
now being developed to support people into more settled accommodation, and to provide wrap-around support 
for issues like mental health and drug addiction. The number of people finding themselves homeless during 
COVID19 has more than doubled in the Dorset Council area. 
 
Many councillors have raised concerns that we have during COVID-19 moved people into temporary 
accommodation from our ‘neck of the woods’ all the way to Weymouth and the concerns that I have around those 
individuals losing their social support networks that they may have previously relied on or needed. The response, 
fairly, was that time was short and options very limited so they did the best they could. 
 
Plans are being worked up on how we can continue to support these individuals post COVID-19. 
 
Lulworth and Durdle Door 
I am sure many of you would have seen the events which took place over the weekend Durdle Door and Lulworth 
Cove. They have been so severe the leader of the council - Cllr Spencer Flower has written to the PM asking for 
him to look again at the guidance around travel at this time. 

• Durdle Door and Lulworth Cove are both part of the privately managed as they are on the Lulworth 
estate. 

• On Saturday afternoon, DC made a joint decision with the police to close roads in the Lulworth area - 
this arose due to the emergency services needing to access casualties at Durdle Door. We sent out 
clear messages that people should avoid the Lulworth area on Saturday evening and Sunday. 

• We’ve worked with the landowner and Dorset police to try and manage visitor levels but unfortunately 
some people were very bold and ignored our closure barriers on Sunday. We sent out staff mid-morning 
to man the road closures and turn cars back. 

• The roads re-opened Sunday night and we will monitor the situation each day. We are working closely 
with the Police on setting up a Safety Advisory Group to look at arrangements around Lulworth going 
forward. 

Household recycling centre – Update 
We’ve seen a steady but manageable increase in the number of people visiting our household recycling centres 
(HRCs) since we re-opened them. Queue times have varied between a few minutes up to an hour’s wait, but 
visitors have largely been friendly, patient and understanding. 
 
Hotel based care provision 
As part of the efforts to get people out of hospital more quickly, we worked with a couple of hotels in the county 
that would offer accommodation to people who couldn’t go straight home for various reasons with appropriate 
care in place. We have come under a certain amount of criticism around this model of social care, due to the mis-
understanding that this was a Hotel Hospital – it was not, it was social care provision and, thankfully, here in 
Dorset the situation in our hospitals did not hit crisis point. Therefore, we’ve decided to stand down this provision 
and focus on supporting people in other ways. 
 
Some non COVID-19 News!!! 
 
Wareham Forest fire 
I’m sure many of you have seen the aftermath of the devastating wildfire in Wareham Forest. I’d like to share an 
example of how council staff are going the extra mile for Dorset. Ben Harris and Adam Marsh from our Sign Shop 
went above and beyond the call of duty, responding late on Friday evening and throughout the weekend to the 
request to make up fire warning signs which were urgently needed in the area. It’s inspiring to see the dedication 
and commitment of colleagues like Ben and Adam. The Fire Risk in Dorset remains high so please reminds 
people to not have Bonfires at all or BBQ in reckless places. 
 
 
Ever thought about fostering?  
It’s Fostering Fortnight and we are running a campaign to recruit more foster carers. There’s an even greater 
need at the moment, as some of our existing carers are shielding. We need more carers, otherwise some Dorset 
children may have to leave their friends and where they’re settled, and be placed in care elsewhere. If you’ve 
ever considered fostering, do take a look. Find out more at: www.fosterindorset.com 

http://www.fosterindorset.com/


 
#FeelGoodFriday 
I wanted to share with you this wonderful video put together by our music service. Members of Dorset’s Youth 
Orchestra have recorded their version of What a Wonderful World and it is fantastic. We clearly have a lot of 
talented young musicians here in Dorset! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YS-zLUX6yII

