
 With the news we hear of the spread of coronavirus round the world.    It is very hard to appreciate 
the worry and grief that thousands are going through because of this rampaging virus.   We are so 
used to the medical world working miracles that we cannot believe that there is no drug which can 
cure this.   The media talk of people “fighting” the illness yet it is clear that pure luck decides who 
will live or who will die, in spite of all the efforts of medical staff to keep them alive. 
I am sure that we all listening to the latest government briefing on the situation in the UK.   
 
Each Thursday afternoon Dorset Councillors are brought up to date about the work Dorset Council 
staff and senior Councillors are doing to support the care professions, shield the vulnerable and keep 
us all safe.   The majority of Dorset Council office-based staff are working from home. However, 
many staff continue their work in the community - care workers, some teachers, social workers and 
binmen and women in particular.    Many staff have been deployed to other roles through a skill 
centre to support those working on the front line with the public.    Eye-watering quantities of 
Personal Protection Equipment are coming into the county, with the help of the military,  for those 
working to care for the sick and vulnerable.    Council staff, through the Community Shield operation, 
are working with volunteers to ensure food and prescriptions get to the most vulnerable.    Towns 
and parishes have rallied to recruit those helpers who will deliver the necessities to those who are 
self-isolating and also to provide words of comfort to the lonely and frightened.   The Food Banks are 
gearing up to meet the increased need we fear is coming as more people find themselves out of 
work.     Residents who are struggling financially can apply for help with their Council Tax from the 
Dorset Council.   Dorset Council staff are processing claims for financial help from businesses and 
charities, plus reviewing business rates.  
 
...... once this is over, and it will be over, the Dorset Council will be striving to get our economy back 
on its feet.    A healthy economy is what underpins our quality of life and we will not let this virus 
derail us from our efforts to promote Dorset businesses, big and small. 
 
I would like to thank all parish councillors and volunteers for all their hard work and effort during 
this difficult time to ensure that those within the community are getting the supplies they need. 
 
Take Care  
Stay Safe 
 
 
 
 
 


