
Puddletown Village Hall 
Treasurer’s Report to Parish Council – July 2019 

 
Please pass this on to members of your organisation 

 
 

1. Finances 
Income and Expenditure – 2018 was a rather quiet year from a spending 
point of view with most costs incurred by the need for item replacements. 
The main expenditure in 2019 was the car park resurfacing. This was long 
overdue and prompted by complaints from users with walking difficulty or 
walking aids who found the loose stones hard or even painful to walk on. 
The cost of the front car park work was covered by a £10,000 Awards for All 
Lottery grant, now called the Community Fund. The Short Mat Bowls club 
wound itself up, transferring its £2,600 funds to the Village Hall along with 
its bowling equipment. The windfall income was used to complete the 
resurfacing of the rear car park. The new kerbing was laid by Puddletown 
builder Barry Knight and the surfacing and markings were by Portwey 
Surfacing. Many complimentary comments have been received and it seems 
our aims have been met. 
 
Our latest project was to install fire safety equipment in the form of heat 
and smoke alarms in various areas of the Hall. They are linked together, so 
if one goes off, they all go off. 
 
We intend to fit a water heater over the hand basin in the rear gents’ toilet 
– something requested following a food hygiene inspection since this is one 
of the toilets used by kitchen staff. The ladies toilet is already provided 
with one. 

 
Hirings – Since last Summer, use of the Hall has been pretty steady with a 
Scout troop being formed and helping to offset the reduction in use by 
Guides and Brownies. Other new users are joining all the time. 
 
Hire charges were last increased in July 2018. 

 
2. The Future 

As always we need to keep a close eye on our finances, a new 4-year 
electricity contract has just started with higher costs than before. A new 
controller had to be fitted on the boiler which has led to a change in when 
the hall is heated, with users expected to take more control of their needs. 

 
Sheila Cox, organiser of the monthly lunches, has mentioned upgrading the 
kitchen. A commercial kitchen fitting firm is preparing some preliminary 
proposals for our consideration. We are mindful that the Hall has to serve 
the needs of a wide range of other users as well. We would like any 
improvements to include replacement of the carpet tiles which are difficult 
to keep clean. It sounds like more fund raising is in the offing! 

 
Chris Leonard (Tel. 848484) 


