
COVID Update 

Over recent weeks the rate of infection across Dorset increased markedly and it is 

not yet declining as much as was hoped. 

The increased rate of infection has impacted care home settings which remain the 

highest priority. Dorset Council is working with the care home sector to help with 

workforce capacity and to ensure the right support and guidance is in place. The 

Council is also providing 24/7 emergency support. 

One of the two Mortality Support Facilities will be activated in the coming week as 

part of the county’s response to the crisis. This is part of the multi-agency Excess 

Deaths Operation Plan which has been in place since the Spring but was not 

required during the first wave of infections but is now required. 

The vaccination programme is underway with all possible speed across Dorset, but 

the position in our hospitals remains critical and all community leaders are urged to 

reinforce the message that the situation remains very grave and everyone must 

abide, in the strictest way, to the lockdown regulations. 

Support for Schools 

All schools and other education settings remain open for vulnerable children and 

children of critical workers. Dorset Council and Public Health Dorset (PHD) are 

working together to ensure schools are following all guidelines to maintain Covid 

security and any outbreaks in schools are dealt with promptly and safely.  

A range of support and resources for parents home schooling is available on the 

Dorset Council website. 

Support for Businesses 

Dorset Council is paying out the Government’s next round of Local Restrictions 

Support Grants to local businesses impacted by lockdown and the pandemic. To 

make life as easy as possible all businesses which qualified for the previous round 

of grants will automatically receive a further payment. The Council has contacted 

3,500 businesses to confirm that funding will be paid. Businesses which did not 

apply for the first round of funding but think they may be eligible can apply online. 

Further details are on the Council’s website. 

Dorset Council Local Plan 

The consultation on the draft Local Plan is now underway and runs until March. 

Dorset Council is running podcasts, and a series of webinars on specific topics 

covered in the plan. These can all be accessed on the Website. Once adopted this 

Plan will guide decisions on planning applications across Dorset for the next 15 



years. The Local Plan sets out the housing numbers required to meet local need, 

outlines the strategy for growth and development across the area and ensuring it is 

of the right quality and includes the necessary infrastructure such as schools, shops 

and leisure and community services. 

Parish Councils are absolutely central to the planning process and I know that 

every Parish Council will wish to consider and comment on the draft Plan and to 

involve your residents as fully as possible 

St Mary’s School Site 

Dorset Council has purchased the site of St Mary’s School near Shaftesbury. This 

is a significant investment which is intended to improve the delivery of services. 

The site is suitable for a broad range of services and community uses, which could 

include services for Dorset’s children, supported living for Dorset care leavers, 

provision for adults with disabilities as well as possible sites for businesses. The 

council will work with local people and stakeholder groups to get the right mix of 

activities to ensure the best use of the site. 

Highways 

The Highways Maintenance Gangs are out across the area continuing road repairs 

and the winter safety operation.  

National Census 

Dorset Council will be contacting households across Dorset to take part in the 

National Census 2021. The census is a once-a-decade survey which gives accurate 

information about residents and households in England and Wales. It has been 

carried out every decade, except 1941, since 1801. This year it will be done 

predominantly online, with every household receiving a letter in late February with 

clear instructions. A paper questionnaire and support will be available for those 

who need it. The Census Team who follow up missing responses will work in a 

Covid safe way. The results of the Census are available in a year’s time. 

Garden Waste Service 

Letters have been sent to some households explaining changes to some Garden 

Waste Service routes. The changes will increase efficiency and accommodate new 

customers. All affected houses will be notified, so if no letter is received the 

collection date will remain unchanged. 

 


